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This book is a compilation of identification resources for fishes found in stomach 
samples.  By no means is it a complete list of all possible prey types.  It is simply what 
has been found in past ChesMMAP and NEAMAP diet studies.  A copy of this document 
is stored in both the ChesMMAP and NEAMAP lab network drives in a folder called ID 
Guides, along with other useful identification keys, articles, documents, and photos.  If 
you want to see a larger version of any of the images in this document you can simply 
open the file and zoom in on the picture, or you can open the original file for the photo by 
navigating to the appropriate subfolder within the Fisheries Gut Lab folder. 
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0181 Raja spp., (i.e.—R. eglanteria, clearnose skate) 





Petromyzon marinus  





















1082 unidentified snake eel 
 
Dasyatis say D. sabina D. centroura D. americana 
Anguilla rostrata 
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1056 unidentified anchovy 
 
0399 Anchoa spp. 
0103 Anchoa mitchilli, bay anchovy 
0102 Anchoa hepsetus, striped anchovy 











Order Clupeiformes (continued) 
Family Clupeidae 
 
0916 unidentified herring/shad/menhaden 
 
0256 Alosa spp., river herrings 
0026 Alosa pseudoharengus, alewife 




0028 Alosa mediocris, hickory shad 










Order Clupeiformes (Clupeidae continued) 
 




0029 Clupea harengus, Atlantic herring 
0076 Etrumeus teres, round herring 









Order Clupeiformes (Clupeidae continued) 
0051 Dorosoma cepedianum, gizzard shad 
0275 Dorosoma petenense, threadfin shad 
























1093 Ophidion spp. 
0229 Ophidion marginatum, striped cusk eel 













0053 Urophycis spp. 
0070 Urophycis regia, spotted hake 
0015 Urophycis chuss, red hake 
0006 Merluccius bilinearis, silver hake 
0197 Enchelyopus cimbrius, fourbeard rockling 
 
117 mm 230 mm 





















0155 Menidia spp. 
0150 Menidia menidia, Atlantic silverside 
0149 Menidia beryllina, inland silverside 







0924 unidentified needlefish 
0196 Strongylura marina, Atlantic needlefish 
0909 Tylosurus crocodilus, houndfish 
 
 















0560 Fundulus spp. 
0124 Fundulus majalis, striped killifish 
0122 Fundulus heteroclitus, mummichog 
0121 Fundulus diaphanus, banded killifish 



















1055 unidentified pipefish/seahorse 
0156 Syngnathus spp. 
0131 Syngnathus fuscus, northern pipefish 
0130 Syngnathus floridae, dusky pipefish 
0326 Syngnathus louisianae, chain pipefish 






















0023 Prionotus spp. 
0071 Prionotus carolinus, northern searobin 
0072 Prionotus evolans, striped searobin 
 






0087 unidentified seabasses 
0002 Centropristis striata, black seabass 






0339 Priacanthus arenatus, bigeye 





151 mm 270 mm 
(tips broken off) 
Priacanthus arenatus Pristigenys alta 
89 mm 
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0211 Selene setapinnis, Atlantic moonfish 




0203 Caranx crysos, blue runner 











Caranx crysos Caranx hippos 
160 mm 
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Order Perciformes (Carangidae continued) 
 
0205 Decapterus punctatus, round scad 
0206 Selar crumenophthalmus, bigeye scad 














0285 Eucinostomus argenteus, spotfin mojarra 








56 mm 150 mm 









0281 unidentified goby 
0581 Gobiosoma bosc, naked goby 
0145 Gobiosoma ginsburgi, seaboard goby 







0408 Haemulon bonariense, black grunt 





pair of large  
ctenoid 








0218 Tautogolabrus adspersus, cunner 













0491 Ammodytes spp., sand lances 
 
 










0146 Chasmodes bosquianus, striped blenny 






0031 Morone saxatilis, striped bass 









Order Perciformes (continued) 
Family Sciaenidae 
 
0963 unidentified croaker/drum 
 
0005 Micropogonias undulatus, Atlantic croaker 




0213 Bairdiella chrysoura, silver perch 
0214 Larimus fasciatus, banded drum 
 
 





Order Perciformes (Sciaenids continued) 
 
0007 Cynoscion regalis, weakfish 
0058 Cynoscion nebulosus, spotted seatrout 




0013 Menticirrhus spp. 
0057 Menticirrhus americanus, southern kingfish 






Menticirrhus americanus M. saxatilis 
123 mm 
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Order Perciformes (Sciaenids continued) 
 
0034 Pogonias cromis, black drum 
0035 Sciaenops ocellatus, red drum 















Order Perciformes (continued) 
Family Sparidae 
 
1096 unidentified sparids 
 
0001 Stenotomus chrysops, scup 
0216 Lagodon rhomboides, pinfish 











0230 Sphyraena borealis, northern sennet 












0004 Peprilus triacanthus, butterfish 








Peprilus triacanthus P. alepidotus 
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0003 Paralichthys dentatus, summer flounder 
0236 Etropus microstomus, smallmouth flounder 

















































0085 Balistes spp. 






0050 Sphoeroides maculatus, northern puffer 
0079 Lagocephalus laevigatus, smooth puffer 
 
 
 
Sphoeroides maculatus 
Lagocephalus laevigatus 
